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to discuss ;ﬁe m;fééf #ith(thé Ambassador that assasgination
was involved?

Mr. Bisseil. Yes, especially since there is evidence
here that it was discusséad with and.! approved at State, and
in the light of the background in this Special Group.

Mr. Schwarz, You don't think this ig referring to
a coup?

Mr. Bissell. I den't think so. But I can't be
perfectly certain. But I think it refers to more than that.
I think actually it is saying{ his removal by some means or
other is the very high pricrity objective. I woulgd infer
from this that what we know was discussed at least in the
Special Group, and that is that removal might be by the means
of assassination, although obviously others would he preferred.

Could I add one word in answer to that question. I am
almost certain I am correct, that the then Ambassador to
the Congo was Edward Gullion.

Mr. Baron. I believe it was Timberlake.

Mr. Bissell, I think Gullion had arrived by this
time. But certainly in Gullion's regime there was extremely
close collaboration between the Ambassader and the Chief of
Station. And the Ambassador was an individual who would have
been quite prepared to ctontemplate this kind of action.

Mr. Wides. Mr. Bissell, just to make sure the record

is complete in terms of your efforts to analyze that, if I
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rapresented to you that at the time themwas trafflc between
the station and headquarters in the normal African Divisien
channels regarding U.S. efforts to influence President
Kasavubu and others to dismiss Lumumba from political power as
premier, and also traffic relating to a takeover of the feal
power by certain military figures such as Mr, Mobutu, would
your reading of that cable still be that it suggests authori-
sation of assassination as opposed to possibly discussing

only authorization of removal of him from political power?

Mr+ Bissell. T think it authorizes removal. And I
think that probably Mr, Dulles would have sald, if you
can possibly really remove him through political power, that
is obviously the preferred course of action.

But I think this authorizes the whole tone of it very
strong measures indeed.

I say in support of that, there had been a record
established that even after Lumumba had been removed £from
political power and had taken refuge in the U.N. he was
still widely regarded as a mepace.

Mr. Dawson. I would like to follow very briefly on
this. I would like to ask you about this agent thaf you did
have a firm recollectién of being President of the Congo. He
was described as heing a well-placed or a very good agent,
was he not?

Mr. Bissell. I think he was a very good agent, and
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also he made an effective penetration of Lumumba's supporters
both in the Congo, and as it were, in the line of funding
and supply in Eurcpe.

Mr. Dawsen. Seo, he was in place, so to speak?

Mr. Bissell. Yes.

In other words, he was a dual agent.

Mr. Dawson. Did he have access directly to Lumumba?

Mr. Bissell. I think he did, yes.

Mr. Dawson. Do you remember having been told that he
gometime in November or December went to Stanleyville?

Mr. Bissell,. I don't remember the specific case, but
it fits the pattern very well., What I do remember is one
operation. But he knew.of,he was close enough to ~- he
was used as a courier from Lumumba, I think, first in the
capitol, and then later from Stanleyville to Europe.. And
on one occasion, because he had penetrated so effectively, he
was aware that a large amount of cash was being taken by two
other couriers down to the Congo, and as a result of his
awareness of that, and all the details of that trip, that
shipment was intercepted.

ér. Dawson. The Chief of Station testified about
having an agent that had access.

Would this have been the agent that he believed be
would have access to?

"Mr. Bissell. I believe he would have, yes.
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Mr. Dawson. Thank you.

Mr. Wides., Mr. Bissell, touching hriefly on Iﬁaonesfgg
L;-———"——""-_.}-

-when you testified to the Rockefeller Commission, and this
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was reviewed very summarily when he testified before us, that

you recalled some possibility -- some planning of a possibility

. ’ e et e N
of assassinating(iffiffgjgprogresslng as far as the identifica-

tion of an asset who might be recruited for this purpose,
but the plan was never reached and never perfected to a
point where it was decided to go ahead.

Do you recall anything, or do you have any information

”

that would be relevant to our information that a Moslem asset

from the Middle fast was recrulited who was considered for

an operation inglndonesia!against gEEEEEngith the crypt
v
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TANLATION, and{an operation that in regard at least to the
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assassination\aspects had been started by Kim Roosevelt be-

cause of his ties with the Mid-East?

Coes that ring a bell at all?

Mr. Bissell. No, sir. That one I don't remember at
all. I remember encugh ¢of the plan ghat I referred to
know that what you speak of was a differcﬁt activity.

Mr. Wides.~ And the cone you referred to inveolved

indigenous frdonesiana?
L__‘_-_‘_’-—-—-’

L Washinglon, D.C, 2N003

* Mr. Bissell. 1 think it involved -- I don't know
' = . P
e :
what nationality the asset,: but I think it involved;

member aof an air crew on a commercial airline, -- not on a

310 First streer, S.E.
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commercial, T will take that back, on a flight that might

be chartered, ﬁfor Sukarno.f
e

i i

Mr. Wides. Either when you became DDP or before,
whether or net you were personall§ involved, did you ever hear
anything regarding any efforts by the-CIA to assassinate Nassez
and to send teams, assassination tems into Egypt for that
purpose?

Mr. Blssell. No, I never did. I could almost go sc far
as to say that that was one that was never even thought of.

Mr. Schwarz. We forgot to gsk you a question which we
ask $lmost all the other high people who come down here to
testify.

Looking back on things, now, -- and I hate to use thé
word get rid of, but iet me —--do .you think the U.S. should get

rid of assassination as a tool?

My. Bissell. I think in today's atmosphere the answer
is vyes,

Mr. Wides. Why do you think that?

Mr.Bissell. I think that to use means for the
advancement of policy of such a sort that in the pre-
vailing climate these days would be almest certainly dis-
approved of by a large majority of the legislative arm, and
the ﬁublic at large, and everybody else, is unwise unless
you can have absolute confidence of total security. And by

security I mean that outside of the two or three people who
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undertake the effort, nobody else will ever know about it.
Now, that circumstance doesn't obtain today, it never

has, but it certainly doesn't today. And I think the climate
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{8 as I have described. And I, therefore, wculd eliminate this

method.

Mr. diGenova, I just have one question. I apolegize fo
jumping around, but part of this is to get you out of here.

When the phrase"receiving seriéus conaideration"” in
headquarters was used in that cable that we alluded to in

regard to the attempt to kill Raol Castro, what does that mean
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to you when Tracy Barnes authorized that sort of language
to be used in a cable?
Mr. Bissell. It means that he had fought and talked

about this, and almost certainly that I have. And it
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may refer to considerations with Allen Dulles. T can't
tell how wide ranging they would be. Théy would probably

have involved J.C. King, the head of that division.

Mr. Schwarz. Did Barnes work for you?
Bissell. Yes, he &id.
Schwarz. He is now dead, isn't he?
Bissell. Yes.

diGenova. put that was not light language when

5.6, Wasningion, (0.0, T000)

it was sent to a station?
Mr. Bissell. No.

It was sent to encourage careful planning.

ALD Farst Siees,
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Schwarz.
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{(Whereupon, at 4:25 p.m., the hearing was concluded.)
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